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Come  join  in  on  THD’s  hot  new  committee  devoted  to 
families  with  children,  5  to  15.  The  Hill’s  Angels  are 
going  to  do  a  lot  of  small  things  that  will  make  a  big 
difference  on  Telegraph  Hill.  Pot  luck  dinners  (early 
enough  for  the  little  ones!)  at  the  playground.  Kiteflying 
at  Washington  Square  Park.  Planting  and  caring  for 
flower  boxes  that  we  hope  to  have  scattered  on  the  Hill. 
Bring  your  kids  and  bring  your  ideas,  and  let's  design  an 
emblem.  I  hope  you  are  as  enthusiastic  about  this  as  I  am ! 


First  meeting:  Saturday,  July  1 1,  1992  at  10:00  a.m.  in 
the  North  Beach  Playround’s  toddler  area,  on  Greenwich 
between  Powell  and  Mason. 


Mia  Morrill,  chairperson,  982-4850 
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The  Semaphore  is  a  publication  of  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  for  its  members.  Ar¬ 
ticles,  except  for  the  summary  of  Board  of  Directors’ 
Motions,  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  official  position  of 
the  Association  or  its  Officers,  but  are  the  opinions  of  the 
writers  of  the  individual  signed  articles.  The  Association  can 
take  no  responsibility  for  their  content.  This  membership 
publication  is  not  to  be  reprinted  or  disseminated  without 
permission  in  writing. 
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788-7723 

Parks  and  Trees: 

Michael  Marsh 

48  Darrell  Place 

982-7359 

Planning  and  Zoning: 

Jim  Valenti  (Board) 

398-0076 

Presidio/GGNRA: 

Chuck  Harry  (Board)  398-8304 

Semaphore  Staff: 

Editor: 
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398-4094 


THD  Motions  Passed 

April 

Voted  to  donate  $400  to  the  Illumination  of  Washington 
Square. 

Voted  to  purchase  three  tickets  at  a  cost  of  $300  to  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center’s  fundraising  dinner. 
Abstaining:  Wells  Whitney,  Rod  Freebairn-Smith,  Jim 
Valenti,  Jim  Miller. 

May 

Voted  to  write  to  Supervisor  Kevin  Shelley  protesting  the 
use  of  car  alarms. 

Voted  to  oppose  the  proposed  MUNI  fare  increase. 

Voted  to  donate  a  New  York  Times  subscription  to  the  North 
Beach  Library  at  a  cost  of  $168.87. 
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President's  Message 


The  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers, 
with  some  enthusiastic  new  Board 
members,  have  had  a  busy  and  pro¬ 
ductive  spring.  We  helped  kick  off 
“One  Neat  City  Week”  with  a 
neighborhood  cleanup  that  began  in 
Washington  Square,  swept  up  the 
Hill,  and  culminated  with  a  march 
around  Washington  Square  led  by 
Beach  Blanket  Babylon  and  the 
Mayor.  Jim  Miller  organized  our 
part  in  this  extravaganza,  and  53 
THDers  gave  up  their  Saturday 
morning  to  clean  up  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Local  merchants  contributed 
to  the  effort,  too  --  Italian-French 
Bakery  supplied  muffins  and  Caffe 
Roma  donated  coffee  to  get  us  go¬ 
ing,  while  Ed  Moose  offered  the 
then-empty  Figone  Furniture  build¬ 
ing  as  a  staging  area.  Many  thanks 
to  all! 

The  following  weekend,  14 
Hill  Dwellers  joined  with  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Housing  Development  Corpo¬ 
ration  to  rehabilitate  a  home  in 


by  June  Fraps 


Bernal  Heights.  An  arduous  job, 
but  well  worth  it.  Thanks  to  Pat 
Lorentzen,  who  put  in  long  hours 
organizing  this  effort,  and  to  the 
work  crew  that  pitched  in  to  clean, 
paint,  weed,  build  and  generally 
refurbish  the  home.  Truly  an  amaz¬ 
ing  transformation! 

The  summer  promises  to  be 
just  as  busy,  and  we  hope  there’s 
something  on  the  schedule  —  or  on 
the  list  of  ongoing  committee  ac¬ 
tivities  on  page  10  -  that  will  catch 
your  interest. 

First  is  the  North  Beach  Fes¬ 
tival  scheduled  for  June  19, 20  and 
21.  Call  Betty  Kemper,  296-8190, 
to  help  out  at  THD’ s  booth  for  a  few 
hours  and  recruit  new  members. 

Next  is  a  repeat  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  cleanup,  scheduled  for 
August  1  to  coincide  with  similar 
efforts  by  North  Beach  Neighbors 
and  Russian  Hill  Neighbors.  Call 
Jim  Miller  at  956-7848  to  enlist  in 
this  project. 

In  an  effort  to  involve  chil¬ 
dren  in  neighborhood  activities,  Mia 
Morrill  is  organizing  “Hill’s  An¬ 
gels”  at  the  North  Beach  Play¬ 
ground  July  1 1.  If  you’ve  got  kids, 
and  would  like  to  get  together  with 
other  families  in  the  neighborhood, 
call  Mia  at  982-4850. 

The  Landmarks  and  History 
Committee  has  embarked  on  a  joint 
effort  with  City  Guides  to  develop 


a  walking  tour  of  the  Hill,  with  sto¬ 
ries  about  the  Hill’s  colorful  history 
and  its  historic  buildings.  Judy  Fink 
is  organizing  this  one,  with  a  meet¬ 
ing  scheduled  for  the  week  of  June 
22.  Call  her  if  you’d  like  to  help  or 
have  some  stories  to  share,  at  986- 
3945. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the 
projects  underway  for  the  coming 
year.  We  hope  you’ll  take  a  look  at 
some  of  them,  and  the  ongoing  ac¬ 
tivities  of  THD  committees  —  and 
get  involved! 


Welcome  New  Members 

by  Tom  Whelan 
Financial  Secretary- 
Membership  Chair 

We  would  like  to  welcome 
the  following  new  members  who 
joined  the  THD  in  April  and  May: 
Steve  Berry,  Linda  Bartling,  D. 
Danielson,  Linda  Delvecchio,  J. 
Gloyd,  Daniel  M.  Kavert,  Jeanmarie 
Maher,  Simon  Marina,  Muriel  Leff, 
Dr.  Walter  Leff,  &  Eula  Walters, 
Thanks  and  appreciation  to 
the  newest  members  for  their  inter¬ 
est  in  our  community.  Feel  free,  all 
of  you,  please,  to  call  with  any  mem¬ 
bership  ideas,  particular  interests  or 
concerns,  and  criticism.  Welcome! 
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One  Neat  City 

By  Jim  Miller 

Saturday,  April  18th,  began  as 
one  of  those  days  when  you  know  why 
you  choose  to  live  in  San  Francisco.  It 
was  already  warm  at  7  a.m.  and  the 
smell  of  the  Bay  was  evident  in  the  air. 
It  was  the  day  before  Easter,  and  sev¬ 
eral  volunteers  who  had  planned  to  help 
with  the  Telegraph  Hill  street  clean-up 
had  backed  out. 

However,  the  remaining  names 
on  the  volunteer  list  held  promise  that 
all  the  preparations  for  the  clean-up 
event  were  not  in  vain.  I  headed  down 


to  Washington  Square  armed  with  a 
card  table  to  set  up  for  the  arrival  of  the 
first  volunteers. 

Thanks  to  Ed  Moose,  the  old 
Figone  Furniture  Store  was  made  avail¬ 
able  to  stow  the  brooms,  bags  and  other 
supplies  overnight  so  they  could  be 
given  out  as  volunteers  appeared.  Jeanne 
Milligan  had  arranged  with  Rich  Pinocci 
at  the  Italian/French  Bakery  on  Grant 
Avenue  to  donate  muffins  for  the  work¬ 
ers.  She  also  made  arrangements  with 
Tony  Azzollini  at  Cafe  Roma  to  make 
coffee  for  the  group. 

Nan  McGuire,  who  is  active  in 
the  San  Francisco  Clean  City  Coalition, 
had  “One  Neat  City”  T-shirts  deliv¬ 


ered  for  the  volunteers  to  wear.  Before 
long  Telegraph  Hill  dwellers  started 
appearing  at  the  sign-up  table.  Within 
a  half  hour  there  were  more  than  fifty 
volunteers  slipping  on  T-shirts,  pick¬ 
ing  up  bags  and  brooms  and  heading  off 
in  groups  of  two  to  four  to  attack  the 
litter  on  the  Hill. 

More  than  two  hours  passed  be¬ 
fore  the  first  group  returned  from  then- 
assigned  blocks.  By  noon  the  sur¬ 
rounding  streets  in  the  neighborhood 
were  transformed.  A  large  group  led  by 
Beach  Blanket  Babylon  cast  members 
along  with  Mayor  Jordan  and  Charlotte 
Maillard  came  marching  down  Colum- 
Continued  on  page  30 
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EVANS 


PACIFIC 


REALTOR, 


MCGUIRE 

REAL  ESTATE  _SHCE  1919 

Celia  DeMartini 
Broker  Associate 
(415)441-7272,  ext  265  (office) 
(415)433-3652  (residence) 


Michael  L.  Steingraber 

Resident  &  Member  of  THD 

"Complimentary  Market  Analysis  of  Your  Property " 


Complimentary  Market 
Analysis  of  your  Property 

A  Tradition  of  Excellence 

_ 


1892  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(415)  921-5555  office 
(415)  391-8089  residence 


Diane  R.  Shepherd 

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES 


22  BATTERY  STREET,  SUITE  800 
(415)  986-6652  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111 


enjoy  a  distriminating  dining  experience 
in  a  French  chateau 
atop  Telegraph  HiiL 
overlooking  scenic  San  Francisco  Bay.  • 
The  Shadows  now  features 
contemporary  French  cuisine, 
rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
in  an  intimate  atmosphere. 


The  Shadows  is  open  nightly  from  5-10  P.M. 
Valet  Parking  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 
Ail  major  credit  cards  accepted. 

Tor  reservations  please  call  982-5536. 


the  CD/ 


ESTABLISHED  1932 

/  , 


JULIUS 

CASTII 

1541  Montgomery  St,  San  Francisco,  CA 

Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimcte  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  11:30-4:00  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5:00-10:00  p.m. 


All  major  credit  cards  accepted.  /  Valet  Parking  /  Private  f  orties  Welcome 


John  J.  Sims 


415-781-8120 


1349  MONTGOMERY  ST.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 


Specializing  in  Structural  and  Seismic  Work 
Foundations,  Framing  and  Garage  Installations 

90  Alta  #3  •  S.F.  CA  94133  •  Lie.  No.  388301 


Enrico ’s  is  Back 

by  Jarilyn  Cerruti 
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Enrico’s  Sidewalk  Cafe  and 
Restaurant  is  back  on  Broadway 
thanks  to  the  vision  of  three  sea¬ 
soned  restaurateurs  --  Mark 
McLeod,  Rick  Hackett  and  Meredith 
Melville .  They  hired  Catalan  archi¬ 
tect  Francesc  Burgos  to  design  the 
interior  to  capture  the  feelings  of  a 
grand  European  sidewalk  cafe. 

The  menu,  representing  the 
culinary  traditions  of  Italy,  South¬ 
ern  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal, 
will  change  biweekly.  All  entrees, 
including  baked  goods,  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  on  the  premises,  and  guests 
will  be  welcome  to  snack  or  order 
full  meals. 

The  dining  room  includes  a 
full  bar,  and  the  bartender  is  none 
other  than  Ward  Dunham.  Ward 
worked  at  the  “old”  Enrico’s  bar 
from  the  late  Sixties  until  it  closed 
21  years  later. 


He  described  the  restaurant  as 
“wonderful  and  frequently  magi¬ 
cal,”  and  his  presence  there  will 
certainly  be  a  strong  connection  to 
the  “magic”  of  its  past  visitors. 

In  keeping  with  their  idea  that 
Enrico’s  is  a  “social  and  cultural 
intersection’  ’  in  the  city,  the  owners 
will  feature  music  and  fine  art. 

Upcoming  Monday  night 
schedules  include  opera  singers 
Macatee  Holly,  Charmagne  Belle, 


and  Linda  Jaqua,  accompanied  by 
Enrico’s  7-foot  Steinway.  Jazz, 
chamber  music  and  flamenco  guitar 
performances  will  round  out  the 
schedule. 

Fine  art  exhibits  will  rotate 
approximately  every  six  to  eight 
weeks.  Anthony  Holdsworth’s 
North  Beach  Streetscapes  will  be 
the  featured  opening  exhibit.  A 
group  show  of  “American  Paint¬ 
ings  in  Italy”  and  a  North  Beach 
retrospective  based  on  the  Henri 
Lenoir  collection  will  follow.  Art 
will  also  be  available  for  purchase. 

Our  THD  membership  dinner 
will  be  held  here  on  Monday,  Au¬ 
gust  24.  It  may  be  just  the  beginning 
of  a  new  era  of  good  food,  good 
wine,  and  good  conversation  in  the 
Enrico  tradition. 


Social  Committee  Update 

by  Jarilyn  Cerruti 


Spring  has  come,  summer  is 
on  the  way,  and  the  Social  Commit¬ 
tee  is  off  to  some  new  beginnings. 
Before  we  start,  however,  several 
special  thankyous  are  in  order. 
Thanks  to  Ema  Ziegler  of  Cow 
Hollow  Catering  for  her  delicious 
food  and  special  touch  at  the  Mari¬ 
time  Museum  Cocktail  Party.  An¬ 
drew  Lolli  and  his  competent  staff 
made  our  Membership  Dinner  with 


Mayor  Frank  Jordan  a  delight  to 
attend.  Finally,  bouquets  to  outgo¬ 
ing  Social  Chair  Gerry  Crowley  for 
a  job  beautifully  done  for  so  many 
years. 

Plans  are  in  the  works  for  our 
next  New  Member  Cocktail  Party  at 
Charley  Brown’s  in  The  Cannery 
on  July  19,  4  to  7  p.m.  THD  com¬ 
mittees  will  be  represented  so  new 
members  will  have  a  chance  to  find 


our  more  about  how  to  become  ac¬ 
tively  involved. 

August  24  is  the  date  to  circle 
for  our  summer  Membership  Din¬ 
ner  Meeting  at  a  favorite  North 
Beach  restaurant,  Enrico’s,  which 
celebrates  its  grand  reopening  this 
month. 

A  traditional  get-together  will 
again  be  the  All-San  Francisco  Con¬ 
cert  on  Thursday  September  10  at  8 
p.m.  by  the  San  Francisco  Sym¬ 
phony.  Tickets  can  be  purchased 

Continued  on  Page  21 


ABLE  BUILDING  MAINTENANCE  CO. 

868  Folsom  Street,  San  Francisco,  Calif.  94107,  Tel:  981-8070 


Angelo  J.  Boschetto 


Victorian  Charm  at  Reasonable  Rates  in  the  Heart  of  North  Beach  and  Fisherman's  Wharf 


Daily  Rates 
$45  to  $65 


-ikSAN 
REMO 
>TI 


Horn 

Since  1906 

2237  Mason,  San  Francisco,  California  94113  (415)  776-8688 


Weekly  Rates 
Also  Available 
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Alta  Street  To  Be 
Reconstructed 


Volunteers  For 
No.  Beach  Festival 


by  Wells  Whitney 

The  SF  Department  of  Public 
Works  recently  announced  its  plans 
to  completely  restore  the  east  end  of 
lower  Alta  Street  to  its  former  con¬ 
figuration  and  to  stabilize  the  entire 
slope  of  Telegraph  Hill  below  Alta 
Street  and  facing  Sansome  Street. 
This  plan  will  literally  stitch  the 
street  surface,  retaining  wall  at  the 
end,  and  the  slope  with  an  extensive 
network  of  piles  and  rock  anchors 
extending  far  into  the  interior  of  the 
hill.  In  fact,  the  hill  should  be  more 
stable  than  anytime  since  some  of 
the  first  San  Franciscans,  back  in 
the  late  1800’s,  began  to  alter  the 
natural  slope  and  configuration  of 
the  hill. 

The  most  recent  events  on 
that  side  of  Telegraph  Hill  that  have 
led  to  this  project  were  the  rock 
slides  and  shifting  of  the  lower  end 
and  retaining  wall  of  lower  Alta 
Street  that  occurred  last  January 
and  February,  and  which  eventually 
led  to  the  forced  destruction  of  the 
Chaves  apartment  house  at  the  end 
of  Alta  Street  on  the  north  side. 
These  events  were  well  covered  by 
the  media  and  created  a  general 
public  interest,  as  well  as  great  con¬ 
cern  among  a  large  number  of  local 
property  owners  and  residents. 

DPW  staff  announced  their 
engineering  plan  and  work  sched¬ 
ule  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  end 
and  slope  of  Alta  Street  to  a  small 
but  very  interested  group  of  prop¬ 
erty  owners  and  neighbors  on  May 


20  in  a  neighborhood  meeting .  DPW 
spokesperson  Joe  Ovadia  said  that 
this  project  was  very  important  and 
one  of  first  priority  for  the  city  and 
that  it  would  start  in  September  of 
this  year  and  be  completed  by  No¬ 
vember.  The  DPW  staff  members, 
and  their  geological  consultants, 
Dave  Rogers  and  Frank  Rollo,  spent 
a  large  part  of  the  meeting  explain¬ 
ing  the  geological  history  of  the 
complex  rock  structure  of  that  side 
of  Telegraph  Hill  and  the  many 
events  over  recent  years  of  the  flak¬ 
ing  and  fracturing  of  the  rocks  and 
their  eventual  sliding. 

The  plan,  as  outlined  by  DPW, 
includes  a  complete  reconstruction 
of  the  lower  end  of  Alta  Street  and 
the  retaining  wall  at  the  end  of  the 
street,  as  well  as  an  extensive  series 
of  rock  anchors  and  mesh  that  will 
stabilize  and  hold  the  lower  slope  of 
the  hill  facing  Sansome  Street.  To 
do  this,  a  number  of  piles  extending 
vertically  into  the  top  surface  of  the 
street,  and  hundreds  of  rock  anchors 
extending  at  angles  into  the  surface 
and  face  of  the  slope  will  be  built. 
Literally,  the  edge  of  Telegraph  Hill 
will  be  stitched  together  with  a  net¬ 
work  of  steel. 


All-SanFrancisco 
Symphony  Concert 


September  10,  8  pm 
Tickets  $7  if  purchased  by  June  10 
Call  Jarilyn  Cerruti  421-3820 


The  Grant  Avenue  Street  Fair 
grew  into  the  North  Beach  Fair,  and 
this  year  has  become  the  North 
Beach  Festival  at  Washington 
Square  Park,  scheduled  for  June  19 
through  June  21. 

Betty  Kemper  is  in  charge  of 
the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  booth 
at  the  fair,  where  we’ll  enlist  more 
of  our  neighbors  as  members.  Betty 
needs  volunteers  to  staff  the  booth  - 
-  call  her  at  296-8190  if  you’d  like 
to  help  for  a  few  hours. 

Focussing  on  North  Beach  as 
“Little  Italy  of  the  West,”  the  1992 
version  of  the  fair  promises  tradi¬ 
tional  Italian  games,  a  Venetian 
farmer’s  market,  Commedia 
dell’  Arte  and  a  celebration  to  honor 
St.  Francis  of  Assisi  as  well  as  Ital¬ 
ian  food  and  wines. 


Restaurant  a  Antipasti  Bab  , 


Everyday  noon  till  midnight 
Full  bar  until  two  a  m. 


Corner  of  Union  a  Powell 


Telephone  434-2900 


TREE  PARKING 
(JUST  KIDDING) 
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chairpersons  listed  if  you’d  like  to  get  involved  in  the  neighborhood,  and  get  to  know  your 


Please  contact  the 
neighbors. 

Crime  Prevention:  Pat  Lorentzen  -  781-0456 
Organizes  S.A.F.E.  neighborhood  watch  groups  and  works 
with  Police  Department  on  local  crime  problems.  Partici¬ 
pates  in  Police  Community  Relations  Committee. 

Garfield  School  Liaison:  Tricia  Brown  -433-1827 
Coordinates  volunteers  to  help  in  the  classroom  and  with 
school  projects. 

Hill’s  Angels:  Mia  Morrill  -982-4850 
A  new  group,  getting  families  together  for  fun  and  to  work 
on  projects  that  make  the  Hill  a  better  place  to  live. 

Landmarks  and  History:  Judy  Fink  -  986-3945, 

Martha  Schmidt  -989-2681 

Currently  developing  a  walking  tour,  highlighting  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill’s  colorful  history  and  historic  buildings. 

Library:  Maria  Pimentell  -  392-0441 

Works  with  North  Beach  Library  and  helps  with  the  library’s 

problems  and  activities. 

Membership:  Tom  Whelan  -  956-4828 

Recruits  new  members,  coordinates  committee 

volunteers, handles  mailings,  updates  mailing  lists. 

Neighborhood  Improvement:  Jim  Miller  -  956-7848 
Deals  with  the  problems  of  graffiti,  trash,  illegal  dumping, 
working  with  the  city  and  other  agencies. 

Neighborhood  Liaison:  Sue  Cauthen  -  391-0737 
Works  with  other  neighborhood  organizations,  primarily  the 
Coalition  for  S.F.  Neighborhoods,  an  organization  of  51 
neighborhood  groups. 

Parking  and  Transportation:  Nancy  Katz  -  986-1890, 
Gerald  Hurtado  -788-7723 

Deals  with  the  neighborhood’s  chronic  traffic  and  parking 
problems,  working  with  the  Parking  Department.  Moni¬ 
tors  local  MUNI  service  and  schedules. 

Parks  and  Trees:  Michael  Marsh  -  982-7359 
Currently  involved  in  “Greening  of  the  Hill”  —  an  effort  to 
enlist  the  neighborhood  in  tree-planting  projects,  working 
with  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest. 


Planning  and  Zoning:  Jim  Valenti  -  398-0076 
Assists  neighbors  in  planning  and  zoning  problems  and 
presents  THD  positions  before  planning  bodies.  Works  with 
developers  and  the  city  to  protect  neighborhood 
integrity  and  character. 

Presidio/GGNRA:  Chuck  Harry  -  398-8304 

Monitors  and  participates  in  planning  for  the  future  of  the 

Presidio  as  a  national  park. 

Semaphore  Staff:  Editor:  Clyde  Steiner  -  398-8093. 
Advertising  Manager:  Steve  Hord  -781-1117 
Art  Director:  Jennifer  VanDeWater  -  566-2316 
Willing  writers,  editors,  researchers  and  advertising  sales 
people  who  keep  our  quarterly  newsletter  lively. 

Social:  Jarilyn  Cerruti  -  421-3820 

Plans  and  hosts  THD  social  events—  membership 

meetings,  parties,  the  picnic,  the  Christmas  party. 

Waterfront/Embarcadero:  Bob  Tibbits  -  986-7227 
Rod  Freebairn-Smith  -  398-4094 

Follows  plans  for  the  Waterfront  and  Embarcadero,  with  a 
close  eye  on  developments  resulting  from  the  demolition  of 
the  Embarcadero  Freeway. 


KEARNY  SPAGHETTI  -  Collapsed  scaffolding  festoons  building 
and  parked  cars  at  top  of  the  Kearny  steps.  No  one  was  injured. 


Issue  Number  120  June  1992  -Page  No  11 


Christmas  in  April 


'  by  Pat  Lorentzen 

In  the  early  hours  of  Saturday, 
April  25,  thirteen  intrepid  THD  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  (Marguerite  Bales, 
Melissa  Crowley,  Kitty  Donnelly,  June 
Fraps,  Angie  Geiger,  Suanna  Gurovich, 
Gerald  Hurtado,  Betty  Kemper,  Pat 
^  Lorentzen,  Bob  Mathews,  Jan  Murphy, 
1  DickMurphy  and  Brandon  Woodward) 
I  trekked  across  the  City  to  join  eighteen 
p  other  volunteers  to  work  on  our  Christ- 
|  mas  in  April  project,  refurbishing  the 
If*  home  of  Mildred  Gedra  in  Bernal 
Jfi  Heights. 

iir  Our  tasks  ranged  from  carpen- 

j|  try  and  electrical  work  to  concrete pour- 
ing.  Among  other  accomplishments, 
we  rehabilitated  en  entire  kitchen  and 
pantry,  brought  a  water  heater  flue  from 
X:,v  Continued  on  Page  21 
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Mayor  Addresses  THD  Membership 

by  Diana  Gaynor 


Mayor  Frank  Jordan  de¬ 
fended  his  choices  for  Police  Chief, 
County  Assessor  and  a  new  Board 
of  Supervisors  member  at  the  last 
THD  membership  meeting. 

Since  his  selections  re¬ 
ceived  a  great  deal  of  negative  pub¬ 
licity,  His  Honor  probably  felt  it 
would  be  prudent  to  address  the 
subject  up  front.  In  a  hurried  ad¬ 
dress  at  the  April  13  General  Mem¬ 
bership  meeting,  held  at 
Castagnola’ s,  the  Mayor  gave  well- 
reasoned  explanations  for  his  ap¬ 
pointments. 

“I  appointed  Richard 
Hongisto  Police  Chief  because  I 
listen,”  Mayor  Jordan  told  the  THD 
membership  at  that  April  meeting. 
“There’s  a  groundswell  of  public 
opinion  out  there  that  drugs,  crime, 
gang  activity  and  prostitution  are 
out  of  control  in  the  City.  Public 
safety  has  become  a  high  priority, 
and  Hongisto’ s  experience  as  a 
former  cop,  as  well  as  years  of  pub¬ 
lic  service  as  Sheriff  and  as  a  Super¬ 
visor  speak  well  of  his  ability  to  get 
the  job  done,  to  make  our  City  a 
safer  place  to  live.”  This  was  be¬ 
fore  the  recent  accusations  that 
brought  about  the  firing  of  Richard 
Hongisto. 

Jordan  indicated  that  his 
selection  of  Doris  Ward  to  succeed 
Hongisto  in  the  San  Francisco 
Assessor’s  created  much-needed 
movement  within  the  entrenched 
ranks  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
According  to  the  Mayor,  in  a  recent 
public  opinion  poll,  younger  voters 
spoke  loud  and  clear  about  their 
lack  of  representation  at  City  Hall. 


In  response.  Mayor  Jordan 
said  he  selected  Ann-Marie  Conroy, 
a  political  neophyte,  to  fill  Ward’s 
seat  on  the  Board  of  Supes.  On  the 
issue  of  Conroy  being  his  godchild, 
the  Mayor  said  ‘  ‘I  have  50  godchil¬ 
dren.”  Time  will  tell  if  this  young¬ 
est  member  of  the  Board  will  mea¬ 


sure  up  to  the  sometimes  daunting 
challenges  that  lie  ahead. 

Mayor  Jordan  has  made  it 
his  stated  objective  to  wipe  out  a 
$61  million  deficit  and  balance  the 
City’s  budget.  “This  should  have 
been  done  long  before  I  came  into 
office,  and  it  is  not  something  that 
can  be  deferred  to  the  next  adminis¬ 
tration,”  the  Mayor  said.  “I’m 
ordering  independent  audits  of  all 
57  departments  at  City  Hall,  and 
will  meet  with  every  single  depart¬ 
ment  head  to  work  out  creative,  not 
political  solutions.  10  million  dol¬ 
lars  must  be  cut  by  June,  and  there 
will  be  layoffs.  Some  programs  will 
have  to  be  curtailed,  and  Muni  fares 
will  most  certainly  be  raised  to 
$1.00.” 


The  Mayor  also  outlined 
his  longterm  solutions  to  San 
Francisco’ s  growing  homeless  prob¬ 
lem:  the  appointment  of  a  Homeless 
Coordinator,  creation  of  a  computer 
tracking  system,  and  vans  to  trans¬ 
port  people  from  the  streets  to  shel¬ 
ters  for  the  night. 

“We  want  to  help  the 
homeless  help  themselves,”  said 
the  Mayor,  ‘  ‘and  we  want  them  to 
meet  us  halfway,  not  just  continue 
to  free  float  outside  the  system.” 
He  cited  Delancey  Street  and  AA  as 
organizations  that  have  been  very 
effective  in  getting  former  crimi¬ 
nals  and  recovering  alcoholics  and 
addicts  back  into  the  mainstream. 

Mayor  Jordan  said  he  wants 
to  see  able-bodied  homeless  put  to 
work,  and  vows  to  have  those  guilty 
of  aggressive  panhandling  and  ha¬ 
rassment  of  pedestrians  picked  up 
and  jailed. 

The  Mayor  had  high  praise 
for  the  spirit  of  volunteerism  in  the 
City,  from  a  successful  fund  raiser 
of  $10,000  for  the  homeless,  to 
THD’ s  role  in  the  ‘  ‘One  Neat  City’  ’ 
campaign.  Indeed,  at  9:30  a.m.  on 
the  Saturday  following  the  General 
Membership  meeting,  His  Honor 
was  highly  visible  among  the  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill,  Russian  Hill  and  North 
Beach  neighbors,  and  Beach  Blan¬ 
ket  Babylon  cast  members  who 
turned  out  in  force  with  brooms  and 
garbage  bags  to  tidy  up  our  streets. 

Mayor  Jordan  closed  his 
remarks  by  saying  “I  want  to  be  a 
‘Citizen  Mayor,’  and  I  look  forward 
to  working  with  the  oldest  neigh- 
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Mayor... 


borhood  organization,  the  THD.  W e 
are  faced  with  problems,  but  they 
are  not  insurmountable.  Stand  by 
me,  and  I’ll  create  a  realistic  oper¬ 
ating  plan  with  good  managers  and 
a  good  administration,  and  I’ll  do  it 
within  budget.  I’m  not  afraid  of 
political  repercussions;  I’m  here  to 
serve  you.  It’s  hats  off  to  the  past 
and  coats  off  to  the  future.” 

The  floor  questions  that 
followed  the  Mayor’s  prepared 
speech  expressed  concerns  of  THD 
members  ranging  from  library  clo¬ 
sures  to  the  recent  devastating  land¬ 
slides. 

Mayor  Jordan  advised 
people  who  find  the  anticipated  cut 
in  library  hours  unacceptable  to 
contact  Erica  Enre  at  the  Mayor’s 
Office  of  Citizen  Assistance.  Enre 
can  be  reached  at  the  Mayor’s  Of¬ 
fice,  (415)  554-6141. 

‘  ‘I  am  try  ing  to  be  as  fair  as 
possible  in  my  budget  cuts,  yet  still 
keep  the  libraries  operating.  But  I 
need  to  cut  $670,000  from  the  li¬ 
braries’  budget,  and  that  will  mean 
reductions  in  staffing  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  hours  libraries  can  be  held 
open.”  In  order  to  mitigate  the 
situation,  the  Mayor  suggested  that 
volunteers  leam  the  system  and  work 
behind  the  counters  in  order  to  keep 
libraries  accessible  to  those  who 
need  them  most. 

The  Mayor’s  Fiscal  Advi¬ 
sory  Committee  will  be  taking  a 
hard  look  at  our  much  beleaguered 
public  transportation  system,  and 
independent  audits  of  MUNI  will  be 
conducted  in  order  to  create  a  more 


efficient,  cost-effective  system,  he 
said. 

Plans  are  in  the  works  to 
reorganize  bus  routes  with  a  goal  of 
reducing  the  wait  time  between 
busses  from  10  minutes  to  7  (those 
who  depend  on  MUNI  to  commute 
to  work  would  like  to  see  that  num¬ 
ber  reduced  to  5  minutes  during 
peak  hours). 

He  is  also  lobbying  to  get 
as  many  City  Hall  department  heads 
as  possible  out  of  their  official  cars 
and  onto  MUNI. 

One  of  the  biggest  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  North  Beach/Telegraph 
Hill  community  is  any  hint  of  fur¬ 
ther  reductions  of  its  already  thin 
police  coverage.  Mayor  Jordan  as¬ 
sured  the  membership  that  he  is  not 
planning  to  close  Central  Station, 
and  hopes  to  either  enlarge  the 
present  facility  or  build  a  new  sta¬ 
tion. 

Jordan  indicated  plans  for 
locating  the  10th  District  Police 
Department  at  the  Hibernia  Bank 
building  in  the  Tenderloin  have  been 
scrapped  due  to  a  lack  of  funds. 

The  Mayor  addressed  the 
shake  up  of  the  City  Planning  De¬ 
partment  by  restating  his  goal  to 
streamline  the  cumbersome  permit 
process  and  to  try  to  get  all  entities 
within  Planning  to  operate  in  synch, 
notat  cross  purposes  with  each  other. 
His  goal  for  a  new  Planning  Direc¬ 
tor  is  to  expedite  growth,  yet  pre¬ 
serve  the  character  and  style  of  indi¬ 
vidual  neighborhoods. 

Mayor  Jordan,  when  asked 
about  his  personal  commitment  to 
economizing  in  light  of  the  budget 
cuts  that  will  affect  us  all,  said  that 
he  does  not  have  a  limousine  and  is 
a  frequent  user  of  public  transporta¬ 
tion. 


He  would  like  to  reduce 
the  number  of  Supervisors  from  1 1 
to  7,  apportioned  by  district,  pay 
them  a  decent  salary  and  impose  a 
two-term  limit. 

He  also  suggested  that 
people  might  be  willing  to  pay  higher 
taxes,  rather  than  face  increased 
fees  for  essential  services,  such  as 
parking. 

People  who  were  displaced 
and  disturbed  by  the  landslides  on 
the  south  and  east  slopes  of  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  were  advised  to  contact 
the  City  Attorney’s  office  with  their 
concerns.  (This  writer  and  others 
who  went  through  the  nightmare  of 
trying  to  get  belongings  out  and 
save  our  beautiful  home  feel  the 
mayor  should  have  been  much 
more  directly  involved  all  along.) 

The  question  was  asked 
“When  will  the  funds  approved  by 
the  voters  for  Prop.  J  become  avail¬ 
able  to  the  600  youth  programs  in 
San  Francisco?” 

The  Mayor  responded  by 
saying  that  guide-lines  are  now  be¬ 
ing  established  to  ensure  that  the 
City  will  be  able  to  provide  as  many 
services  to  children  as  possible  with¬ 
out  the  bulk  of  the  money  going  to 
care  providers  instead  of  programs. 

When  asked  how  he  liked 
being  Mayor  so  far,  Jordan  said  “It 
has  been  a  roller  coaster  ride,  but  I 
enjoy  it.”  One  wonders  if  his  an¬ 
swer  would  be  the  same  if  the  ques¬ 
tion  were  put  to  him  today. 


CORRECTION 

The  Christmas  Party  report  in 
the  last  issue  omitted  the  prize  dona¬ 
tion  of  2  seats  on  the  wine  tour  of  Napa 
and  Sonoma  Valley  from  Tower  Tours, 
a  $78  value. 
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Presidio  Cleanup 

by  Chuck  Harry 

Steven  C.  Fredericks  of  the 
Public  Affairs  Office  of  the  Sixth  US 
Army  Headquarters  addressed  the 
Presidio  Committee  at  our  meeting 
on  May  21.  The  following  is  ex¬ 
cerpted  from  a  brochure  he  pro¬ 
vided  us. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  CONCERN 

Environmental  conditions 
at  the  Presidio  are  similar  to  those 
associated  with  light  industrial  ac¬ 
tivities  such  as  vehicle  maintenance, 
painting,  carpentry  and  metalwork¬ 
ing.  When  compared  to  other  mili¬ 
tary  installations,  the  Presidio  is  a 
relatively  clean  post. 

Some  areas  of  the  installa¬ 
tion  where  further  investigation  was 
required  included  landfills,  vehicle 
maintenance  areas,  fuel  distribu¬ 
tion  points,  and  pesticide/trans¬ 
former  storage  areas.  Extensive 
soil  and  groundwater  samples  in 
these  areas  have  generally  indicated 
only  low  levels  of  contamination 
present. 

There  are  some  areas,  how¬ 
ever,  where  contamination  is  present 
at  levels  which  will  require  cleanup. 
Cleanup  actions  have  already  been 
completed  or  are  underway  at  a 
vehicle  maintenance  area,  a  former 
gasoline  station  and  a  PCB  trans¬ 
former  service  area. 

Although  building  surveys 
have  shown  a  widespread  presence 
of  asbestos,  it  is  generally  in  a  con¬ 
dition  that  does  not  require 
remediation. 


ENVIRONMENTAL 

FACTS 


1.  Most  of  the  Presidio  is  not 
contaminated. 

2.  Asbestos  survey  com¬ 
pleted  October  1990.  As¬ 
bestos  abatement  program  is 
ongoing. 

3.  Radon  testing  completed 
July  1991  for  housing,  hos¬ 
pital  and  day-care  center. 
No  remediation  required. 

4.  Transformer  testing  for 
PCBs  ongoing. 

5.  Recycling  program  in  ef¬ 
fect. 

6.  Underground  storage  tank 
management  program,  to  in¬ 
clude  tank  removal,  has  been 
funded  and  is  being  devel¬ 
oped. 

7.  Actions  have  begun  for 
die  treatment  of  soil  and 
groundwater  contamination. 

8.  PCB-contaminated  soil 
has  been  removed  from  the 
site  identified. 


WANT  ADS 


An  Enhanced  Preliminary 
Assessment  is  conducted  to  iden¬ 
tify  potentially  contaminated  sites. 

Once  completed,  a  Re¬ 
medial  Investigation  (RI)  is  per¬ 
formed  at  sites  identified  during 
the  assessment.  The  RI  involves 
extensive  collection  and  labora¬ 
tory  analysis  of  soil  and  water 
samples  to  assess  the  type,  degree, 
and  extent  of  contamination. 

A  Feasibility  Study  (FS) 
will  evaluate  cleanup  options.  On 
the  basis  of  the  results  of  this  study, 
a  cleanup  plan  will  be  proposed, 
reviewed  by  the  public  and  regula¬ 
tory  agencies,  finalized  and  imple¬ 
mented. 

Even  then,  the  process 
may  not  be  over.  At  certain  loca¬ 
tions,  long-term  monitoring  may 
be  needed  to  assess  how  well  the 
cleanup  solutions  work  over  time. 
If  problems  arise,  additional  cor¬ 
rective  measures  will  be  imple¬ 
mented. 

THE  COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS  PROGRAM 

To  keep  the  community 
informed  about  the  environmental 
cleanup  of  the  Presidio  and  to  allow 
the  public  to  voice  its  concerns,  the 
Army  has  developed  a  community 
relations  plan  with  input  from  regu¬ 
latory  agencies,  elected  officials  and 
community  members.  As  part  of 
the  plan,  the  Presidio  will  hold  pe¬ 
riodic  public  meetings  and  issue 
information  bulletins  on  a  regular 
basis. 


CLEANUP  PROCESS 

Environmental  cleanup  of 
the  Presidio  will  proceed  as  fol¬ 
lows: 


BUSINESSWOMAN  seeks  2-bedroom  apart¬ 
ment  in  No. Beach/Tel.  Hill  area;  Irene  Lind- 
beck.THD  references.  677-8700  (office)  923- 
3710  (home) 


GARAGE  RENTAL  on  Chestnut  St.  near 
Stockton  -  complete  with  automatic  opener. 
Ca.ll  986-2622 


Planning  &  Zoning 
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Residential  Conservation  Program 


by  Jim  Valenti 


The  THD  Planning  &  Zon¬ 
ing  Committee  has  been  involved  in 
several  large  scale  issues  the  past 
few  months  which  will  have  an  ef¬ 
fect  throughout  the  city  and  impact 
our  entire  neighborhood.  The 
citywide  issues  include  the  new 
Planning  Commission  and  the  final 
approval  and  adoption  of  San 
Francisco’s  “Residential  Conser¬ 
vation  Controls  Rezoning  Program’  ’ 
by  the  new  Commission  and  the 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

Earlier  this  year  in  the  spirit 
of  sweeping  reforms  Mayor  Jordan 
fired  the  entire  Planning  Commis¬ 
sion  and  appointed  five  new  com¬ 
missioners.  To  educate  the  new 
Commission  the  Planning  Depart¬ 
ment  has  initiated  a  series  of  brief¬ 
ings  presenting  an  overview  of  cur¬ 
rent  issues,  priorities  and  mission. 
This  series  includes  public  partici¬ 
pation  sessions.  The  THD  Board  of 
Directors  thought  this  was  a  good 
opportunity  for  the  Dwellers  to  di¬ 
rectly  address  the  new  commission¬ 
ers.  Rod  Freebaim-Smith  organized 
a  lunch  meeting  to  bring  together 
some  of  the  most  active  Planning  & 
Zoning  Committee  members  of  the 
last  ten  years  for  a  brain  storming 
session.  Our  goal  was  to  reach  some 
sort  of  consensus  on  the  most  im¬ 
portant  issues,  to  relate  to  them  to 


the  new  commissioners  at  one  of 
their  meetings  in  late  June.  Many 
important  considerations  were  dis¬ 
cussed  but  rather  than  list  them  here 
I  will  ask  you  to  call  (or  write)  and 
let  me  know  what  you  think  are  the 
important  aspects  of  Telegraph  Hill 
that  the  new  commissioners  should 
know. 


Final  approval  and  adoption 
of  the  “Residential  Conservation 
Controls  Rezoning  Program,”  the 
culmination  of  an  (at  least)  8-year 
effort  is  in  progress.  Herb  Kosovitz 
has  been  attending  Department  of 
City  Planning  meetings  for  interest¬ 
ed  neighborhood  organizations  to 
review  the  latest  version  of  this 
legislation.  Herb  is  keeping  tabs  on 
any  eleventh  hour  changes  to  the 
ordinance  to  insure  that  sections 
dealing  with  neighborhood  charac¬ 
ter  and  compatibility,  demolition  of 
existing  structures  and  protection 
for  historic  structures  remain  intact. 
Of  particular  importance  is  the  fate 
of  the  discretionary  review  process 
and  its  implementation  under  the 
new  code. 


CRIME 

NOTES 

by  Pat  Lorentzen 


CRIME  STATISTICS,  1992  v.  1991 
FEB. -APR.  FEB. -APR. 


TYPE 

1991 

1992  A 

CHANGE 

Homocide 

0 

0 

Rape 

1 

0 

Robbery 

13 

6 

Assault 

24 

30 

Burglary 

27 

32 

Theft 

85 

59 

Auto 

32 

16 

Other 

163 

118 

TOTAL 

345 

261 

-24.3% 

TOTAL  MAJOR* 

182 

143 

-21.4% 

‘Homicide,  Rape, 

Robbery, 

Assault, 

Burglary, 

Grand/Petty  Theft,  Auto  Theft,  Purse  Snatc 

The  sad  aftermath 
of  the  jury  verdict 
in  the  Rodney  King 
case  produced 
senseless  deaths,  riots, 
destruction  and  attacks  on 
police  forces.  Most  police 
officers  dedicate  their  lives  to  pro¬ 
tecting  all  of  us.  If  you  have  a  ‘  ‘pat 
on  the  back’  ’  for  a  Central  Station 
Officer,  call  Captain  Tom  Petrini  at 
553-1532andtellhimso.  Ashowof 
appreciation  is  needed  for  our  SFPD. 


Issue  Number  120  June.  1992  -  Page  No  16 

Washington  Square  Lighting  Plan 

by  Jim  Valenti 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the 
lighting  design  plan  for  Washing¬ 
ton  Square  was  unanimously  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Commission  on  May  21,  1992.  In 
his  presentation,  Tim  Lillyquist  of 
Rec.  &  Park  described  the  sensitive 
lighting  scheme  completed  by  the 
design  team  of  Bob  Mittelstadt,  Len 
Auerbach  and  Tito  Patri  (published 
for  the  first  time  in  this  issue  of  the 
“Semaphore’  ’)  as  ‘  ‘Innovative  and 
the  first  use  of  ground  mounted  up- 
lights  in  a  San  Francisco  Park." 

THD  members  of  the  Illumi¬ 
nation  Committee  Herb  Kosovitz, 
Catherine  Donnelly  and  myself  are 
pleased  this  final  bureaucratic  hurdle 
is  behind  us  and  that  the  various  city 
departments  involved  realized  the 
special  qualities  of  our  park  required 
extraordinary  consideration.  The 
design  will  gently  raise  the  level  of 
light  within  the  park,  accentuate  its 
salient  features  (trees  and  sculp¬ 
ture)  and  increase  the  number  of 
hours  that  we  can  utilize  this  ‘  ‘Fam¬ 
ily  Room’’  of  North  Beach. 

I  am  also  pleased  to  report  the 
fund  raising  effort  was  successful 
beyond  expectations.  Hundreds  of 
donors  from  the  three  neighborhoods 
surrounding  Washington  Square 
generously  sent  over  $10,000!  This 
sum,  combined  with  $10,000  from 
Steve  Silver  of  Beach  Blanket 
Babylon  and  $10,000  from  PG&E, 
plus  the  original  city  grant,  insures 
the  inplementation  of  the  scheme. 
Construction  is  to  be  completed  by 
October  and  the  illumination  cer¬ 
emony  will  be  a  part  of  San 
Francisco’s  Columbus  500th  Anni¬ 
versary  Celebration. 
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(415)  921-5555 
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Fog  Hill 
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Kearney  &  Green  Streets 
HOURS: 

7  Days  a  Week 
9:00  AM  -  12  Midnight 

FREE  DELIVERY 
781-8817 
Call  Susan  or  Simon 
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The  Hour  Of  The  Lynx 


Review  by  Shari  Steiner 


Anthony  St.  Martin  is  the  incarcerated  man. 


Entrances  don’t  get  more 
electric  than  this  -  a  man  wearing  a 
strait  jacket  and  a  ski  cap  pulled 
down  around  his  eyes  kneels  into 
the  spotlight  and  then  falls  onto  his 


face.  A  bored  and  burly  guard, 
dressed  in  a  white  hospital  uniform, 
follows,  impatiently  undoes  the 
strait  jacket  and  takes  it  off.  Once 
freed,  the  man  stands  and  begins 


pacing  the  narrow  confines  of  the 
stage  without  removing  the  cap. 

This  is  “the  Boy,"  as  he’s 
called  throughout  the  production. 
Played  with  crackling  energy  by 
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Anthony  St.  Martin  ( Desperately 
Seeking  Susan,  A  Fool  for  Love),  he 
looks  blind,  half  human  -  vulner¬ 
able  yet  untouchable  without  eyes 
to  make  a  bridge  to  human  contact. 

Two  women  join  him  -  a 
willowy,  hysterical  psychiatrist  in 
business  suit  and  heels,  played  by 
Lynne  Allison  (Th  e  Cherry  Orchard, 
Lust  and  Pity),  and  her  mentor,  a 
rotund,  older  minister  of  the  Church 
of  Sweden  wearing  homespun 
clothes  and  using  a  cane,  played  by 
Priscilla  Alden  ( Midnight  Caller, 
One  Husband). 

One  of  the  strengths  of  the 
performance  is  the  precision  with 
which  the  actors  use  their  restricted 
garish  red  stage  and  their  costumes 
to  establish  their  characters  and  their 
differing  points  of  view  from  the 
outset. 

The  psychiatrist,  Lisbeth, 
narrates  that  she  has  been  treating 
the  Boy  because  he  killed  a  couple 
who  had  bought  his  grandfather's 
farm.  As  part  of  the  treatment,  the 
Boy  was  given  a  cat,  “to  see  if  we 
could  strike  some  human  chord  in 
him,’’  but  he’s  killed  the  cat  and 
now  seems  bent  on  suicide.  Lisbeth 
has  asked  the  Pastor  to  interview  the 
Boy  to  see  if  there  is  something  else 
that  can  be  done. 

What  ensues  is  a  struggle 
between  the  Boy  and  Lisbeth  over 
the  definition  of  reality  -  the  experi¬ 
ments  and  rules  of  Lisbeth  and  her 
doctors’  committees  or  the  miracles 
of  grandfathers’  house  and  the  cat 
that  became  a  red  lynx  and  found 
grace  in  the  crux  of  the  Boy’s  arm. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the 
play  has  more  character  develop¬ 
ment  than  plot.  The  Hour  of  the 


Lynx  is  a  dynamic,  memorable 
evening.  The  Boy,  with  his  mes¬ 
merizing  cap  and  the  most  expres¬ 
sive  bare  feet  since  Ravi  Shenkar,  is 
fantastic.  The  Pastor,  playing  the 
role  of  questioning  outsider,  pro¬ 
vides  the  perfect  foil.  Lisbeth  is  the 
weak  leg  of  the  triumvirate,  with 
little  to  support  her  assertions  of 
authority. 

This  is  the  second  Swedish 
production  of  the  North  Beach  Rep¬ 
ertory  theatre.  Two  months  ago 
they  did  Strindbergs  Miss  Julie,  a 
better  plotted  struggle  between  the 
forces  of  magic  and  practicality,  but 
not  as  dynamic  a  performance.  Both 
productions  profited  from  the  ex¬ 
cellent  set  design  of  Marielle 
Adegran. 

NBR’s  performances  are 
tightly  blocked,  beautifully  pro¬ 
duced  and  vibrantly  performed.  We 
have  a  bright  new  star  on  our  Hill. 

The  Hour  of  the  Lynx  by 
P.O.  Enquist  ( Pelle  the  Conqueror), 
through  June  20.  Performances  are 
Wed.  through  Sat.  at  8:00  p.m.  at 
the  North  Beach  Repertory  Theater 
in  The  Cannery  at  the  end  of  Colum¬ 
bus.  Take  the  escalator  to  the  third 
floor.  Some  street  parking,  or  ga¬ 
rages  at  The  Anchorage  or  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Beach  and  Columbus.  Tick¬ 
ets  are  $12. 

Coming  Attractions:  June 
7  -  June  22,  workshop  productions 
of  one-acts  from  Harold  Pinter  at  2 
and  8  pm  Sundays  and  at  8  pm 
Mondays.  Tickets  are  $5.  July  - 
August,  Sam  Shepard’s  True  West, 
a  comedy  about  sibling  rivalry. 
October  -  November,  The 
Worldbeater,  NBR’s  first  World 
Premier  with  local  writer  Alf  Adams. 


STEVE  SILVER'S  — - - — 
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by  Helen  von  Ammon 


As  I  drift  into  sleep  at  my 
sister’s  place  in  Florida  I  feel  at 
peace  with  the  earth.  In  nightly 
unison  the  voices  of  frogs  and  toads, 
peepers,  two  or  three  owls,  and 
countless  insects  provide  sounds,  at 
once  cacophonous  and  euphonious. 
Myriad  lightning  bugs  glow  inter¬ 
mittently,  luring  me  into  this  en¬ 
chanted  forest.  One  sunny  after¬ 
noon  a  box  turtle  waddled  across 
Judy’s  garden,  dug  a  hole  and  laid 
her  eggs.  Then  she  backed  and 
filled  until  there  was  no  sign  of  eggs 
or  hole.  An  alligator  hauled  himself 
out  of  the  nearby  lake  and  onto  the 
lawn.  The  neighbors  didn’t  appre¬ 
ciate  this  invasion  of  their  space. 

In  North  Beach,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  I  have  my  own  environmen¬ 
tal  encounters. 

A  perfect  lemon  slice  moon 
slid  between  Russian  Hill  highrises. 
Awakened  by  an  unidentifiable 
sound,  I  found  a  flashlight  which 
worked,  and  crept,  cowardly,  to¬ 
ward  the  noise  on  the  north  deck  of 
my  third  floor  apartment.  Through 
a  Lone  Ranger  mask,  two  neon-red 
eyes  glared  into  the  light  beam... a 
racoon.  He  looked  as  big  as  a  bear. 
My  three  small  angora  rabbits,  who 
live  on  the  deck,  cowered  in  the  rear 
of  their  wire  and  wood  condos,  sens¬ 
ing  that  the  stranger  had  serious 
plans  for  them. 

The  racoon  bounded  from 
one  planter  box  to  another,  and  skill¬ 
fully  parried  my  fencing  with  a  long 
pole.  The  next  couple  of  nights, 
about  1 1 :30,  he  was  back,  overturn¬ 


ing  flower  pots  and  digging  in  planter 
boxes  searching  for  insects  and  other 
delicacies.  In  a  tape  recorded  phone 
message,  SPCA  recommended  plac¬ 
ing  moth  balls  in  plant  containers... 
aphrodisiac  to  this  totally  cool  dude. 
Water  rationing  be  damned!  I  dis¬ 
lodged  him  with  a  blast  of  water 
from  the  garden  hose. 

Next  day  four  pages  of  sug¬ 
gestions  for  dealing  with  racoons, 
without  harming  them,  arrived  from 
SPCA.  I  followed  ALL  instruc¬ 
tions. 

I  searched  North  Beach  for 
large  balloons  which  would  bust 
with  a  very  loud  bang.  Most  bal¬ 
loons  now  are  mylar,  worthless  for 
frightening  a  racoon.  After  blowing 
up  twenty  balloons,  I  was  tempted 
to  go  for  it  in  the  next  triathalon. 
Beer  and  Coke  cans,  borrowed  from 
the  recycle  bin,  were  piled  onto 
every  racoon  ingress.  Dry  cleaners’ 
plastic  bags,  opened  and  tied  to 
fence  and  tree  branches,  shimmered 
forebodingly  in  feeble  moonlight 
and  flopped  torturously  in  gusting 
wind. 

To  forestall  neighbors’ 
concern  for  my  lapsed  activity,  I 
worked  after  dark.  Decorated  with 
gaily  bobbing  balloons,  countless 
aluminum  cans,  wands  of  writhing 
plastic,  mothballs  underfoot  and 
small  dishes  of  ammonia-soaked 
sponges  in  all  planter  boxes,  the 
dock  was  bizarre  ...  a  bacchanalian 
orgy. 

While  making  these  elabo¬ 
rate  preparations  in  the  cold,  windy 
moonlight,  I  had  a  very  spooky  feel¬ 
ing.  Was  that  racoon  hiding  in  the 
magnolia  tree. .watching. .relaxed, 
confident  and  clever?  Did  he  smirk 
while  awaiting  his  1 1 :30  cue? 
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Garfield  School  Gets  The  Computers 


by  Tricia  Brown 

Congratulations!  You  did  it! 
Garfield  received  $141,774.37  in 
Safeway  receipts.  Thank  you,  thank 
you,  thank  you.  We  will  be  able  to 
purchase  two  computers  and  a 
printer.  So  many  THDers  were  so 
faithful  in  sending  monthly  contri¬ 
butions:  John  Coyle,  Wayne  Le 
Nove,  Joy  Hahn,  Mia  Morrill,  Bob 
Tibbits,  Kitty  Donnelly,  June 
Fraps...to  all  the  others,  some  of 
whom  are  anonymous  THDers. .  .we 
are  most  appreciative. 


An  outing  begins  as  soon  as 
the  threshold  to  the  outside  world  is 
crossed.  This  summer  when  you 
cross  your  threshold,  head  to  the  bus 
stop  or  hop  on  a  Cable  Car  and  begin 
your  outing  with  a  friendly  ‘Hello’ 
to  the  driver,  the  conductor,  the 
brakeman.  To  Jenny,  my  wide- 
eyed  three  year  old,  the  transporta¬ 
tion  and  the  destination  are  of  equal 
importance.  When  the  outing  be¬ 
gins  with  a  bus  or  cable  car  adven¬ 
ture  the  destination  is  often  irrel¬ 
evant.  Eric,  my  blooming-out-all- 
over  eleven  year  old  is  more  inter¬ 
ested  in  Muni  as  a  tool  of  indepen- 


It  has  been  a  wonderful  year 
for  Garfield.  Thirty  people  have 
volunteered  their  time  and  energy 
on  a  regular  basis.  Katherine 
Koelsch,  Helen  von  Ammon,  Paul 
Switzer,  KPIX  employees  and 
Harper  and  Row  employees:  we  are 
most  grateful!  All  of  you  have 
made  a  difference.  Happy  summer! 


dence.  He  times  the  ride  to  see  how 
it  fits  into  his  busy  day.  He  clocks 
it  to  see  how  it  fits  into  his  life. 

Get  your  family  a  Muni  map. 
Include  your  kids  as  you  chart  out 
your  route  and  call  Muni  to  confirm 
summer  schedules.  Muni  Bus  In¬ 
formation:  673-6864. 

A  few  good  places  to  visit  by 
bus:  The  Exploratorium,  Colt 
Tower,  Union  Square,  Fort  Mason, 
Marina  Green.  By  Cable  Car:  The 
Cable  Car  Museum,  Hyde  Street 
Pier,  Union  Square. 

“Thanks  for  the  ride!” 


Continued  From  7 

Social... 

for  the  4  ‘recession-proof  ’  price  of 
$7.  Please  send  checks  payable  to 
Jarilyn  Cerruti  by  July  10th. 

This  year  our  annual  Coit 
Tower  Picnic  will  be  September  27. 
Since  the  statue  of  Columbus  is  a 
prominent  landmark  there  as  well, 
it  might  be  fun  to  get  in  the  mood  for 
Columbus  Day  with  all  Italian  reci¬ 
pes.  We’ll  also  have  some  new 
games  and  contests  that  “test  the 
brain  for  those  whose  bodies  may 
want  to  refrain.” 

Other  events  in  the  planning 
stages  include:  Kite  Flying/Frisbee 
Toss  Day  in  the  Park,  Book  Talks  at 
North  Beach  Caffes  by  published 
authors,  a  “Tower  to  Town”  walk 
(our  own  version  of  Bay  to  Break¬ 
ers),  Foccacia  for  Columbus  Day,  a 
’30s-’40s  Name  That  Movie  Party, 
and  Hot  Dogs  and  Games  at  Garfield 
School. 

If  you  would  like  to  join  the 
Social  Committee  and  have  not 
signed  up  or  been  contacted,  please 
call  Jarilyn  Cerruti  at  421-3820. 
Also,  we  welcome  your  input  and 
suggestions.  You,  our  members, 
are  our  best  resources. 


Continued  from  Page  11 

Christmas... 

the  basement  to  the  third  floor  roof, 
painted  the  living  room  and  stairwalls, 
installed  a  linen  closet,  and  built  deck 
and  stair  railings.  We  also  cleared  the 
rear  yard  of  weeds. 

The  camaraderie  established 
during  the  morning  coffee  and  pastries 
(provided  by  THD)  stayed  with  the 
group  throughout  the  long  day,  and  the 
good  spirits  and  humor  of  all  eased  the 
occasional  tense  situation.  It  was  a 
grand  team  effort  -  a  credit  to  THD. 


by  Mia  Morrill 


Olympic  Bocce  Ball? 

by  Jennifer  VanDeWater 


Issue  Number  120  June.  1992  -  Page  No  22 


The  Olympics  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco?  Well,  sort  of.  This  October 
12-18,  there  will  be  an  Olympic  type 
event  held  at  Fort 
Mason-The 
World  Bocce 
Ball  Champion¬ 
ships.  Nations  will 
be  competing  against 
nations;  gold,  silver  and 
bronze  medals  will  be 
awarded  to  the  first,  second 
and  third  placing  teams;  and 
only  the  best  bocce  ball  players 
from  each  country  will  participate. 
It’s  true! 

This  summer  in  Memphis, 
T ennessee,  the  best  American  bocce 


ball  athletes  will  contend  in  the  US 
Bocce  Ball  Tournament  Champi¬ 
onships  to  determine  who  will  best 
represent  our  country  for  the  up¬ 
coming  world  games  here  in  Octo¬ 
ber.  Since  bocce  ball  teams  con¬ 
sist  of  only  three  players,  you 
can  imagine  the  ferocity  of 
the  competition. 

Maybe  you’re 
thinking  “Do  that  many 
Americans  really  know 
about  this  Italian 
sport?”  The  US  Bocce  Ball 
!  Federation  has  10,000  Ameri¬ 
cans  subscribing  to  their  magazine 
and  Garret  Utley  estimates  that  over 
one  million  Americans  play  bocce 


ball  and  the  numbers  seem  to  be 
growing.  Certainly,  many  San 
Franciscans  play  the  sport  on  the 
clay  courts  of  North  Beach. 

The  great  news  is  that  these 
games  are  far  more  attainable  to 
spectators  than  the  Olympic  events 
in  Spain.  San  Franciscans  can  buy 
a  $25  ticket  package  which  will 
allow  them  to  attend  all  of  the 
games.  Individual  games  will  be 
$5,  and  the  opening  and  closing 
games  will  be  $8.  For  further 
information,  contact  Ken  Dothee, 
president  of  the  US  Bocce  Ball 
Federation,  at  2239  Orange  St., 
Martinez,  CA  94553,  (510)  229- 
2157. 
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Attention  Montgomery  St.  Parkers! 

by  Nancy  Katz 


The  THD  Parking  Commit¬ 
tee  has  worked  closely  with  the  SF 
Traffic  Engineers  to  develop  a  new 
parking  study  for  2  2/3  blocks  of 
Montgomery  St.  (Greenwich  to  al¬ 
most  Green)  and  have  designated 
12  new  compact  car  spaces  and 
some  new  scooter/motorcycle 
spaces  available  at  curbs  too  short 
for  cars.  At  a  neighborhood  meet¬ 
ing  (on  5/20),  some  residents  did 
not  want  the  new  scooter/motor¬ 
cycle  spaces.  They  expressed  the 


fear  that  these  spaces  would  encour¬ 
age  more  noisy  motorcycles. 

An  unofficial  count  found 
at  least  10  resident-owned  scooters/ 
motorcycles  (mostly  scooters) 
parked  on  Montgomery  St.  side¬ 
walks.  The  California  Vehicle  Code 
prohibits  parking  on  the  sidewalk. 
In  the  future,  they  will  be  ticketed; 
the  fine  is  $40.  Scooters/motor¬ 
cycles  must  park  in  legal  parking 
spaces  on  the  street  just  as  other 
motor  vehicles  do. 


The  question  is:  Do  you 
wish  to  vote  for  or  against  the  addi¬ 
tional  scooter/motorcycle  spaces? 


YOUR  VOTE  COUNTS: 
Write  or  fax 
SF  Traffic  Engineers 
Bond  Yee,  Acting  Chief, 
460  McAllister  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 
Fax  #:  558-6453 
Phone:  558-6430 


Tell  your  neighbors.  Only 
you  can  make  the  choice. 


The  Kearny  Planters  by  Gerald  Hurtado 


Telegraph  Hill  Dwell¬ 
ers  improved  the  mini-park 
at  Kearny  and  Vallejo  by 
placing  some  new  redwood 
planter  boxes  in  a  semi-circle 
around  the  outer  edge  of  this 
tiny  plaza. 

The  planter  boxes  were 
designed  by  architect  Roger 
Boyer.  Boyer,  Jerry  Hurtado 
and  Jonathan  North  worked 
several  days  to  construct  these 
custom  planters  from  raw 
materials.  Bill  Jung  and  Will 
Kirkland  provided  the  work 
space  and  the  electric  power. 

On  Saturday,  April  1 1, 
the  planters  were  put  in  place . 
They  were  designed  to  fit 
snugly  to  the  bollards  that 
ring  the  plaza.  Tom  and 
Karen  Lantz  took  charge  of 
the  planting  with  a  selection 
of  flowers  that  require  little 


L/RJuneCoyle,  Tom  Lantz,  Roger  Boyer  and  Jerry  Hurtado 
pose  for  a  picture  behind  a  new  redwood  planter  at  the 
Kearny  and  Vallejo  park. 


water  and  can  take  the  sun 
and  wind. 

It  was  a  nice  day  and  as 
the  work  progressed  many 
neighbors  stopped  by  to  voice 
their  pleasure  with  this  im¬ 
provement  to  the  comer. 

Money  for  the  planter 
boxes  came  from  the  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  Dwellers’  Jim 
Ricereto  memorial  fund. 
Thanks  to  the  following 
neighbors  for  their  monetary 
donations  which  paid  for  the 
plants  and  potting  materials: 
Bob  &  Jeanne  Anderson, 
John  Barnes,  Roger  Boyer, 
John  &  June  Coyle,  Bill  Frick 
&  Judith  Gannon,  Jerry 
Hurtado,  Karen  &  Tom 
Lantz,  Peter  Lum,  Sean  & 
Sherry  O’Donnell,  Jan 
Philips,  Nora  Quinn,  June 
St.  Peter  and  Beatrice  Taggi. 
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Cookbook  No!  Recpies  Yes!  Summer  Reading 

by  Rozell  Overmire  by  Katherine  Gumartin 


Only  two  people  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  call  for  a  Telegraph 
Hill  Dweller  cookbook.  Yet,  as  I 
talk  to  individuals,  I  find  people 
willing  to  test  recipes.  The  solu¬ 
tion?  The  Semaphore  will  publish 
in  the  coming  months,  those  recipes 
you  sent  in  to  June  Fraps.  We  will 
use  only  the  ones  that  tell  us  some¬ 
thing  about  the  history  of  the  hill  or 
the  people  on  the  hill,  and  that  test 
out  as  above  average.  To  start  you 
thinking  about  fresh  summer  figs, 
here  is  the  first,  donated  by  Maggie 
Baylis.  Her  description  was  in¬ 
cluded  with  the  recipe. 

“I’m  sharing  these  not-too- 
common  recipes  because  I  have  a 


fig  tree  just  outside  my  Gerke  Alley 
studio  door.  It  survived  the  1906 
fire,  sent  up  shoots  the  following 
year  and  is  still  bearing  fruit.  How¬ 
ever,  the  fruit,  a  white  fig,  is  taste¬ 
less,  but  the  birds  love  it  and  every 
summer  my  deck  is  littered  with 
half-eaten  figs.  There  is  a  second 
fig,  about  50  years  old,  the  common 
“Turkey,"  which  gives  a  crop  of 
good  edibles.  If  sin  the  ruins  below 
the  deck,  surrounded  with  crum¬ 
bling  walls  of  the  original  Saints 
Peter  and  Paul  Church  (which  moved 
to  its  present  location  about  1921). 
There  are  also  three  3  5 -year-old 
Eureka  lemons  among  these  ancient 
walls. 


It's  summer  reading  time  and  your 
North  Beach  library  recommends 
these  special  books. 

The  Buried  Mirror 

by  Carlos  Fuentes 
An  elegantly  written  exploration  of 
the  cultural  continuity  of  the  His¬ 
panic  world,  in  honor  of  the  Chris¬ 
topher  Columbus  quincentennial. 

A  World  Lit  Only  by  Fire 

by  William  Manchester 
This  well  researched  and  highly 
readable  survey  of  the  medieval 
mind  and  the  Renaissance  is  full  of 
striking  images  and  fascinating 
character  studies. 


A  Stained  White  Radiance 


FRESH  FIG  BARS 

1  cup  sugar 

3  eggs,  beaten  to  pale  yellow 
7/8  cup  all-purpose  flour,  sifted 
before  measuring 
1  tsp.  baking  powder 
1/4  tsp.  salt 

1/2  tsp.  ground  allspice 


1/4  tsp.  ground  cloves 
1/2  tsp.  ground  cinnamon 

1  tsp.  vanilla 

Grated  rind  of  1  lemon 

2  cups  fresh  purple  or  white 

figs;  remove  stem  &  flower 
end;  chop  coarsely 
1  cup  walnuts,  chopped 


1  by  James  Lee 
|  Burke 

■  Once  again  the 
l  Cajun  detective 

Dave  Robicheaux 
I  confronts  crime  in 
|  the  Louisianna 

■  Bayous. 

J  Jazz 

by  Toni  Morrison 
|  Set  in  New  York 
City  in  1926,  this 
evocative  novel 
unearths  the  South¬ 
ern  roots  and  the 
haunting  longings 
of  its  African 
American  protago¬ 
nist. 


Beat  eggs  well,  then  add  sugar  gradually.  Sift  flour  again  with 

baking  powder,  salt  and  spices  and  add  to  egg  mixture,  mixing  until  well  blended.  Add 
vanilla,  figs,  and  nuts. 

Pour  mixture  into  greased  and  floured  9”  x  13"  pan.  Bake  in 
oven  preheated  to  325  degrees  for  about  25  minutes.  When  cool, 
cut  into  bars  and  roll  in  powdered  sugar. 

A  THD  RECIPE  CARD 


k 


J 


Yerba  Buena 


Uf?®ffl@88©©8Go8®ffi 


Fast  Delivery 


956-5678 


All  Major  Lines 


Anne  Zelinsky  Junius 

Certified  Public  Accountant 

•  •  • 


•  •  • 

595  Market  Street,  Suite  1375 

San  Francisco,  CA  94105  •  415-543-6501 


81  %cdMo'b 

SRORTS  BAR 

☆  GIANT  T.V. 

☆  POOL  TABLES 


Open 

7 

T  T1\|  0  788-4055 

Days 

U  I Y  1/ 

RESTAURANT  A  BAR 

LUNCH  -  DINNER  -  LATE  NIGHT 

Eat  in  or  Take  Out 

Bay  &  Powell  -  Northpoint  Mall 

Validated  Parking 

Speedy'S 


781  6168 


WINES 
LIQUORS 


NEW  UNION  GROCERY 

301  Union  Street 

Corner  Montgomery 
DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Quality  Meats  —  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


D. 


Administrative  Consultant 


■435  Green  Street  no.  a. 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA  94133 
(415)  701-0456 


rnEA 

a-  C rr 

Levi’s  Plaza 
1475  Sansome  St. 
San  Francisco,  Ca 
94111 
781-8200 


EADERS 


Paula  Meaders  Kearn 


Validated  Parking  at  Levi  Plaza  Garage 


’QiSSfr 


The 

Italian 

Dining 

Experience 

in 

San  Francisco 


Valet  Parking  Banquets  up  to  200 
1512  Stockton  Street  (415)392-1700 


FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  & 

Fish  from  the 

Pacific 

Serving  continuously  from  11:45  to  1:45am  Grant  and  Vallejo  Streets  (415)  434-2248 

Speaking  Out! 
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WAITING  FOR  SANTA,  or  CAR  ALARMS 

THE  PORT'S  DILEMMA  WITH  PIERS  30/32 


Last  year,  the  Port  signed  a 
development  agreement  with  Scan¬ 
dinavian  Center  Inc.  for  its  prime 
property  at  Piers  30/320  Plus  the 
adjacent  inland  lot.  The 
$196,000,000  mixed-use  project, 
backed  by  little-known  and  un¬ 
known  Scandinavian  financial  sup¬ 
porters,  included  the  following: 

An  unneeded  new  passenger 
ship  terminal  (Existing  Pier  35,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Port  itself,  is  ad¬ 
equate  to  handle  the  next  genera¬ 
tion  of  larger  vessels  and  any  pro¬ 
jected  increase  in  cruise  ship 
dockings,  which  presently  average 
only  about  45  per  year). 

Yet  another  hotel  on  the  in¬ 
land  lot  (10  stories,  360  rooms).  A 
building  to  honor  the  United  Na¬ 
tions.  Our  Opera  House,  where 
the  UN  Charter  was  signed,  would 
seem  to  suffice  quite  well.  A  Scan¬ 
dinavian  Merchandise  Center  plus 
amenities,  restaurants  etc.  Parking 
for  1 200  cars  on  the  Piers  and  under 
the  hotel. 

In  spite  of  the  enthusiastic 
claims  made  to  obtain  the  agree¬ 
ment,  Scandinavian  Center  Inc.  has 
not  yet  signed.  We  understand  that 
their  little-known  backers  have  been 
told  by  their  financial  advisor  to 
wait  until  they  can  find  a  local  (SF) 
partner.  What  are  the  chances  for 
finding  such  an  adventuresome,  fear¬ 
less  local  savior?  The  real  estate 
climate  is  dismal. 

Oakland  is  still  anxious  to 
find  enough  businesses  to  lease  their 


mixed-use  development  at  Jack 
London  Square  on  the  waterfront. 

Olympia  &  York,  one  of  the 
world’s  mightiest  and  most  presti¬ 
gious  developers,  having  filed  for 
chapter  11,  had  to  be  eliminated 
from  most  of  the  San  Francisco 
Yerba  Buena  Center  and  their  aus¬ 
picious  agreement,  signed  only  last 
fall  with  the  Agnos  administration. 
They  are  trying  desperately,  and 
with  little  hope  to  keep  control  of 
their  London  Waterfront  project, 
“Canary  Wharf." 

Backing  for  pie-in-the-sky 
projects  like  that  of  Pier 30/32  would 
indeed  seem  a  major  miracle  in 
these  tough  real  estate  days. 

While  our  Port  is  patiently  (or 
impatiently?)  waiting  for  Santa 
Claus  to  come  to  the  rescue  of  the 
unlikely  $196,000,000  project  it  is 
not  entitled  to  any  rent. 

Only  after  approval  of  the 
project  by  numerous  local,  state  and 
federal  agencies,  and  execution  of  a 
lease  (an  unlikely  scenario  at  this 
point)  would  the  Port  receive  a  rental. 
Even  that  return  is  subject  to  serious 
misgivings  (see  Bob  Tibbits  articles 
in  Semaphore  Nos.  1 17/1 18). 

When  will  the  Port  correct  its 
mistake  and  put  the  valuable  prop¬ 
erty  back  on  the  market  for  a  more 
viable  and  rewarding  use? 


Robert  Katz 
Retired  Waterfront 
Committee  Chair 


Is  there  anyone  else  on  the  hill 
who  is  tired  of  the  jarring  squeal  of 
automobile  alarms? 

A  recent  article  in  the 
Chronicle  described  action  under 
consideration  by  the  City  of  New 
Y  ork  to  give  its  residents  relief  from 
the  intrusion  of  automobile  alarms 
by  placing  restrictions  on  auto 
alarms  as  follows: 

1.  Cut  permissible  time  to  ring 
to  3  minutes. 

2.  Outlaw  sale  and  use  of 
alarms  related  to  motion  detection, 
i.e.  those  activated  by  a  truck  hitting 
a  nearby  bump  or  a  pot  hole. 

3.  Require  any  vehicle  with 
an  audible  alarm  to  display  the  home 
and  business  address  of  its  owner  or 
operator,  or  a  number  where  that 
person  could  be  reached. 

4.  Fines  for  offenses  ranging 
from  $100  for  the  first  offense  to 
$1,000  for  the  third  and  subsequent 
offenses. 

The  alarms  are  an  ever-in¬ 
creasing  source  of  noise  pollution  in 
our  neighborhood  and  probably  all 
over  the  city.  If  you  find  them 
annoying,  it’s  time  to  ask  our  Board 
of  Supervisors  for  help. 

Write  a  letter  to  Supervisor 
Kevin  Shelley,  President,  Board  of 
Supervisors,  City  Hall,  Room  235, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102.  Ask  your 
neighbors  to  write.  Ask  your  friends 
in  other  parts  of  the  city  to  join  in  the 
campaign  to  reduce  the  noise. 

Catherine  Donnelly 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 


"Old.  World  Craftsmanship " 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 


2060  Stockton  St. 


7S1-6277 


Washington  Square 
Bar^fGrill. 


►>.- 


■ 

Itaw 

I  ^ 

Open  daily  for  Luncli  &  Dinner 
1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 


Coit  Liquors 

oil  Washington  Sqaara 
it$  COLUMBUS  AVENUE 
BAN  FRANCISCO  34133 
TELEPHONE  <11  4038 


Club 

RESTAURANT  -  BAR 

?  f>.n,  ’til  6  cum* 


l  r\N  •  r+cA \\ \\NV^ 
V  1  V  \ -\ 


\. 7 

International  Society  ^'Appraisers 

The  As^Kiariani?)  I^sOT)#/p5per^^^^aUtr» 

CONKLIN'S  GUIDE  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES 
Appraisals,  ISA  -  Research  -  Seminars 

Sara  Conklin-Halaj 

239  Sierra  Point  Road,  Brisbane,  CA  94005-1664,  (415)  467-6249 


(415)  391-1290 


FRANCO  P.  BRUNO 
NORMA  GIULIANI 


AT  WASHINGTON  SQUARE 
1600  STOCKTON  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94133 


CITY  LIGHTS 

Booksellers  &  Publishers 
261  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
(415)  362-3193 


1031  Koarny  434-1308 


Tim  Mevcm  l  aintiiiiT 

Licensed  Painting  Contractor 
Residential  Interiors  and  Exteriors 

THD  References 

928-8111 


"Under  all  is  Uie  land" 

Real  estate  Is  still  your  best  investment 

Diana  Gaynor 

Real  Estate  Sales  Associate 

MARINA  ASSOCIATES 

Bus:  415/221-4766  Res:  415/433-7333 


Piers  and  Parking  Lots 
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by  Bob  Tib  bits 

In  late  March  the  Port  of 
San  Francisco  undertook  a  $750,000 
repair  project  at  Pier  43-1/2  in  front 
of  the  Franciscan  Restaurant  at 
Fisherman’s  Wharf. 

They  planned  to  replace 
125  rotted  pilings  under  the 
Franciscan  parking  lot,  which  is 
construed  by  certain  regulators  as 
“filling”  the  Bay.  Replanking  the 
deck  and  new  asphalt  surfacing  in 
the  affected  areas  would  make  the 
lot  more  “user  friendly.” 

The  Port  began  driving  new 
piles  without  the  approval  of  the 
San  Francisco  Bay  Conservation  and 
Development  Commission,  a  bla¬ 
tant  violation  of  the  terms  of  its 
1977  maintenance  permit  from  that 
agency.  Alan  Pendleton,  Executive 
Director  of  BCDC,  wrote  Port  Di¬ 
rector  Michael  Huerta  reminding 
him  that  this  activity  conflicted  with 
provisions  of  the  SF  Waterfront 
Special  Area  Plan. 

The  work  was  halted,  but 
only  after  completing  the  decking 
and  resurfacing  the  immediate  area, 
which  was  then  restriped  for  park 
spaces. 

Within  a  few  weeks  the 
Port  recommenced  this  pile  replace¬ 
ment  project,  again  without  BCDC 
approval,  along  the  Red  and  White 
Fleet  ferry  dock  at  the  western  edge 
of  the  parking  lot.  This  was  as¬ 
sumed  related  to  a  water-oriented 
use  and  for  the  public  walkway  to 
the  almost  obscure  viewing  area  at 
the  end  of  the  pier. 

Once  again,  after  com¬ 
plaints  to  BCDC,  the  work  was 
halted.  The  pile  drivers  have  been 


removed  and  the  area  remains  un¬ 
covered  but  fenced  off  for  public 
safety.  It  appears  part  of  the  non- 
conforming  parking  lot  decking  and 
substructure  were  to  be  replaced  in 
this  area. 

The  Special  Area  Plan 
adopted  by  BCDC  in  April  1975 
states  that  non-water-oriented  uses, 
such  as  parking,  were  to  be  removed 
from  Pier  43- 1/2  within  five  years. 
Today,  more  than  12  years  after  that 
deadline,  the  Port  pleads  it  is  only 
acting  in  good  faith  to  keep  one  of 
its  tenants  happy  and  is  obligated  to 
keep  the  deck  in  good  condition  for 
parking  cars. 

However,  under  terms  of 
its  66-year  lease  executed  in  1970 
with  the  parking  lot  operator,  the 
“Port  shall  have  no  obligation  to 
maintain  either  the  substructure  or 
the  leased  premises,”  and,  further, 
that  “in  the  event  of  damage  to  the 
substructure... by  ordinary  wear  and 
tear  or  deterioration,... the  Port  mav 
make  such  maintenance  or  repairs, 
and  the  Tenant  shall  reimburse  the 
Port."  [emphasis  added] 

Moreover,  any  replace¬ 
ment  of  pilings,  according  to  the 
Attorney  General’s  ruling  in  1986, 
constitutes  “fill”  which  is  permit¬ 
ted  only  for  water-oriented  uses  or 
for  public  access.  (See  ‘  ‘A  Piling  by 
any  Other  Name,”  The  Semaphore, 
March  1992,  page  15. 

The  Port  has  promised  to 
advise  BCDC  as  to  how  it  intends  to 
implement  the  Special  Area  Plan 
policy  for  Pier  43-1/2  which  strictly 
limits  any  replacement  fill  to  uses 
serving  “tour  boats,  ferries  and  pub¬ 
lic  access  to  the  Bay.” 


No  plan  has  been  forth¬ 
coming,  possibly  because  Jack 
Pizza,  thePortexpertonBay  “fill,” 
has  been  recalled  to  the  City 
Attorney’s  office.  He  has  been  re¬ 
placed  by  Julie  Van  Nostem  as  Spe¬ 
cial  Counsel  to  the  Port. 

This  issue  may  become  a 
test  case  to  usurp  the  commission’s 
authority  overpermitted  uses  of  pile- 
supported  structures. 

Meanwhile,  the  Waterfront 
Plan  Advisory  Board  (the  so-called 
“Prop  H”  committee)  is  currently 
in  the  final  stages  of  determining  its 
version  of  permitted  uses  for  all  the 
Port  piers. 

Stay  tuned. 


Port-Pourri 

by  Bob  Tibbits 

People 

James  Bouskos,  who  has 
served  as  President  of  the  Port  Com¬ 
mission  since  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  announced  his  resignation  ef¬ 
fective  at  the  end  of  his  four-year 
term,  April  30,  1992. 

Bouskos  was  appointed  by 
Mayor  Agnos  shortly  after  the  elec¬ 
tion.  He  brought  his  successful 
businessman’s  acumen  to  Port  op¬ 
erations  and  his  own  considerable 
wit  to  commission  proceedings. 

Usually  Commissioners  stay 
on  until  they  have  been  reappointed 
or  replaced,  but  Bouskos  apparently 
felt  he  would  not  be  renamed  and 
wanted  to  clear  the  way  for  his 
replacement.  So  far.  Mayor  Jordan 
has  not  named  one. 

Last  month  another  Com¬ 
missioner,  Dr.  Arthur  Coleman,  who 

Continued  on  page  30 
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In  Celebration  of  Salvatore  Reina 

by  Nancy  Katz 


This  April,  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  lost  a  most  beloved,  long¬ 
time  friend  and  ally,  Salvatore 
Reina.  Our  oldest  members  haven’t 
forgotten  Reina’ s  Venice  Drug  Store 
on  Columbus,  where  Sal  held  sway 
as  pharmacist,  and  his  wife,  Nell, 
oversaw  the  great  variety  of  other 
treasures. 

In  those  very  early  THD  days, 
it  was  Sal  who  chipped  in  with  crepe 
paper,  flags,  confetti  and  poster  paint 
in  1953  to  decorate  the  truck  that 
broadcast  for  signatures  to  SAVE 
THE  39  Bus,  to  adorn  the  cable  car 
that  advertised  the  Camivale,  rais¬ 
ing  money  for  the  remodeling  of 
Washington  Square  Park.  His  bal¬ 
loons  and  bunting  livened  up  THD 
outdoor  parties  at  die  Rudy  Schaeffer 
school  on  Union  and  the  Fireman’s 
Ball  at  Ye  Olde  Spaghetti  Factory. 
Salvatore  had  such  a  long  list  of 
accomplishments,  it’ s  impossible  to 
name  them  all. 

Some  highlights  have  had  a 
major  impact  on  all  our  lives.  He 
chaired  the  North  Beach  Citizens 
Library  Committee,  and  he  over¬ 
saw  its  construction.  He  and  the 


North  Beach  Merchants  and  Boost¬ 
ers  of  old  helped  put  on  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Square  Camivale  with  food, 
drink  and  dancing  at  Fugazi  Hall. 
He,  with  othermerchants,  persuaded 
Mayor  Shelley  to  increase  the 
Vallejo  Street  Garage  from  2  to  5 
stories.  He  was  there  for  the  joint 
celebration  of  the  first  Grant  Av¬ 
enue  Street  Fair  and  the  first  THD 
tree  planting.  He  headed  the  Italian 
Cultural  Club,  II  Cenacolo,  and  the 
Italian  Welfare  Agency  for  many 
years,  served  on  the  board  of  the  SF 
Symphony  Foundation,  and  co¬ 
chaired  the  Chinatown-North  Beach 
Development  Committee.  Sal  was 
instrumental  in  converting  the  old 
hotel  over  die  Fior  d’ltalia  into  Casa 
Costanzo...  a  home  for  senior  Ital¬ 
ians. 

Salvatore  was  always  ready 
to  help,  he  had  his  oar  into  every¬ 
thing,  and  we  aren’t  kidding.  He 
joined  the  South  End  Rowing  Club 
in  1938  and  rowed  across  the  Bay 
into  his  nineties.  The  familiar  fig¬ 
ure  of  Salvatore  Reina  will  be  greatly 
missed,  as  will  his  advice  and  sup¬ 
port  in  making  North  Beach  the 
community  we  love  so  dearly. 


Continued  from  page  4 

One  Neat  City... 


bus  and  then  turned  to  circle  Washing¬ 
ton  Square.  The  parade  stopped  in 
frontofSt.  Peter  andPaul’slong  enough 
for  a  priest  to  bless  the  brooms  and 
sprinkle  holy  water  on  them. 

There  was  a  true  feeling  of  com¬ 
munity  spirit  that  made  those  present 
cognizant  they  had  experienced  “One 
Neat  City’’  in  action. 

As  the  day  faded  into  memory 
the  wind  and  fog  began  to  blow  some 
stray  papers  and  litter  back  on  the 
streets.  Let’ s  hope  that  the  hard  work  of 
those  who  participated  had  some  im¬ 
pact  on  the  consciousness  of 

others . that  if  each  of  us  does  his/her 

part  San  Francisco  can  again  be  “One 
Neat  City”! 

Anyone  interested  in  another 
sweep  Saturday,  August  1st??  Call  Jim 
Miller  at  956-7848. 

THD  wishes  to  thank  the  follow¬ 
ing  individuals  for  making  the  clean¬ 
up  such  a  success: 

Pat  Lorentzen,  Kitty  Donnelly, 
Mia,  Eric  and  Jennifer  Morrill,  Carole 
Wagner,  Paul  Gottlober,  Ann  Lee, 
Arlene  Smith,  Tom  Havey,  Abby 
Herget,  Scott  Lewis,  Ken  Scudder,  Sally 
Gould,  Scott  Lockheed,  Kelly 
Lockheed,  Dorothy  Merson,  David 
Merson,  Ted  Reston,  Gerry  Crowley, 
Jan  Phillips  and  guest,  Fritz  Terplan, 
Marge  Savo,  June  Fraps,  Dick  Hanlin, 
Lori  Viti,  Ivy  Lee,  Terry  Leung,  Nate 
and  Nan  Roth,  Jane  Barrett,  Bob 
Mathews,  Lisa  Dollard,  Bob  and  Jean 
Anderson,  Angie  Geiger,  Cheryl 
Bentley,  John  McNees,  Barbara 
Kaufman,  Rozelle  and  Pete  Overmire, 
Robert  Razzo,  Ann  Pongracz,  Steve 
Yoken,  Daniel  and  David  Yoken,  John 
Leech,  Doug  Wise,  Jim  Angelides,  Rich 
Pinocci,  Tony  Azzolini,  Jeanne 
Milligan,  Ed  Moose,  Marsha  Garland 
and  Nan  McGuire. .  ..and  finally  the  Ital¬ 
ian/French  Bakery  and  Cafe  Roma  for 
muffins  and  coffee. 
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Port-Pourri... 


has  served  on  the  Commission  since 
1978,  also  announced  his  resigna¬ 
tion  two  years  prior  to  the  end  of  his 
appointed  term.  The  doctor  cited  a 
conflict  of  interest  because  his  wife 
is  suing  the  Port  as  a  result  of  an 
accident  on  Port  property.  Over  the 
years  he  continually  strove  for  more 
open  communication  with  the  pub¬ 
lic.  Dr.  Coleman  has  served  with 
true  distinction  and  will  be  sorely 
missed. 

Until  the  Mayor  appoints 
two  replacements,  all  three  of  the 
remaining  commissioners  must  be 
present  to  constitute  a  quorum  for 
conducting  Port  business,  and  all 
resolutions  must  be  voted  unani¬ 
mously  with  no  abstentions.  This 
places  considerable  power  in  the 
hands  of  restaurateur  Douglas 
Wong,  the  new  President  whose 
term  expires  next  April,  and  fellow 
commissioners,  labor  leader  James 
Herman  (1994)  and  THD’er  Anne 
Halsted  (1995). 

Port  Commissioners  serve 
fixed  terms  and  cannot  be  removed 
by  the  Mayor  until  their  terms  ex¬ 
pire. 

The  Embarcadero 

The  Citizens  Advisory 
Committee  for  Fisherman’s  Wharf 
has  now  put  the  finishing  touches  on 
its  Fisherman  ’  s  Wharf  Special  Area 
Plan. 

After  44  meetings  over  the 
years,  a  consensus  has  been  formu¬ 
lated  to  guide  future  development 
of  this  historic  sector  of  the  City. 
Restaurateurs,  concessionaires,  fish¬ 
ermen,  fisheries  operators,  local 
residents,  swim  clubs,  neighborhood 
associations  (including  the  THD,  of 
course),  the  City  Planning  Depart¬ 


ment  and  other  affected  City  de¬ 
partments  have  actively  participated 
in  the  process. 

The  committee  was  con¬ 
stituted  some  years  ago  by  Mayor 
Feinstein  envisioning  a  area-wide 
improvement  district  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Redevelopment 
Agency,  but  the  Redevelopment 
Agency  is  no  longer  involved. 

Imaginative  financing  is 
now  needed  for  such  ambitious  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  Plan  as  an  underground 
parking  lot  at  the  Triangle  area  along 
Jefferson  Street  at  the  foot  of  Tay¬ 
lor.  Funds  will  also  be  needed  for 
upgrading  the  street  scapes  with 
improved  vehicle  and  pedestrian 
directional  signs,  maintaining  open 
vistas  of  the  Bay,  opening  a  water’s 
edge  pedestrian  prominade  from  Pier 
39  to  Pier  45  and  restoring  and 
expanding  the  fishing  industry. 

The  transportation  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  plan  include  the  al¬ 
ready  funded  new  F-Line  historic 
street  car  line.  It  will  run  along  the 
Embarcadero  onto  the  north  side  of 
Jefferson  Street,  proceeding  up 
Jones  Street  to  return  along  Beach 
to  the  Embarcadero. 

The  Plan’s  urban  design 
features  encourage  the  development 
of  small  buildings,  more  than  one  to 
a  block,  and  mid-block  lanes  and 
pathways.  Major  emphasis  was  also 
placed  on  maintaining  the  juxtapo¬ 
sition  of  maritime  uses  on  the  north 
and  commercial  uses  on  the  south¬ 
ern  portion  of  the  area. 

Zoning  controls  focused  on 
the  preservation  of  a  mixed  use  of 
commercial  and  family-oriented 
tourist  activities. 

No  consensus  was  reached, 
however,  on  planting  palm  trees 
down  the  center  of  Jefferson  Street. 
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BANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CAUFOANIA 

Visa@  and  MasterCard @ 


Noriega  Street  Branch 

2533  Noriega  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  (4 1 5)  681  -5333 


Montgomery  Street  Branch 

555  Montgomery  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  (4 1 5)  39 1  -89 1 2 


Chinatown  Branch 

743  Washington  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  (4 1 5)  42 1  -52 1 5 


Annual  Percentage  Rate* 


$  1 5  Annual  Membership  Fee4 


North  Beach  Location 

Larry  Chui,  Vice  President  and  Branch  Manager 
1 30 1  Stockton  Street  (off  Broadway) 
San  Francisco,  CA  (4 1 5)  989-4088 


Oakland  Branch 

900  Webster  Street 
Oakland,  CA  (5 1 0)  45 1  -5600 

Monterey  Park  Branch 

532  North  Atlantic  Boulevard 
Monterey  Park,  CA  (8 1 8)  289-4 1  1 0 

Los  Angeles  Chinatown  Branch 

800  North  Spring  Street 
Los  Angeles,  CA  (2 1 3)  629-4638 


Credit  Card  Department 

PO.  Box  24649 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 26-6469 


Est.  San  Francisco  1937  Member  FDIC 


subject  to  change  without  notice.  Grace  Period:  25  days.  Method  of  Computing  Balance:  average  daily  balance  including  new 

purchases  and/or  cash  advance  Transaction  Fee  for  Cash  Advance:  2%  of  cash  advance.  Late  Payment  Fee:  $3  minimum  $5 
maximum  Minimum  Finance  Charge:  $.50  Overlimit  Fee:  $5  per  transaction,  $30  maximum  per  day. 


"Americas 

"  Natural  Beverage  Company 

CRYSD 

IYSER 

NATURAL  BEVERAGES 

P.0.  Box  304,  Calistosa 

•  Napa  Valley,  CA  94515 

•  f  707 J  942-0500 
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THD  CALENDAR 


North  Beach  Festival 

June  19-21  Fri  -  Sun 

Washington  Square 

Police  Community 
Relations  Meet 

July  16  Thursday 

7:30  pm  Central  Station 

Hill’s  Angels  Organizing 
Meet 

July  1 1  Saturday 

10  am  Tot  Playground 

New  Member’s 

Cocktail  Party 

July  19  Sunday 

4-7  pm  Charley  Browns 

Neighborhood 

Cleanup 

August  1  Saturday 

Call  982-4850 

Membership  Dinner 

August  24  Monday 

6:30  Enrico's 

All-San  Francisco 
Concert 

September  10 

Thursday 

8pm  Davies 

Police  Community 
Relations  Meet 

September  1 7 

Thursday 

7:30  pm  Central  Station 

Coit  Tower  Picnic 

September  27  Sunday 

Noon  to  4  pm 

Police  Community 
Relations  Meet 

November  19  Thursday 

7:30  pm  Central  Station 

Christmas  Party 

December  13  Sunday 

